
SIX STRING ORCHESTRA 
With apologies to Harry Chapin 

 

 

      D          Em     
The very day I purchased it /   I blessed my guitar 

            A                                                           D    
As my monophonic symphony / Six string orchestra 

D                         Em     
In my room I'd practice late / And so I would disappear 

        A                                             G          A            D    
My mother said, "Can you play solo / So Low that I can’t hear?” 
 

      F#m       Em     
I'd play at all the open mics  /  I'd finish, they'd applaud 

          Bm             F#m  E                            A     
Some called it muffled laughter  /  I just figured they were in awe 

      D                            Em     
So I went up for an encore  /  But they screamed they'd had enough 

        A                                            G          A        D    
Well maybe I just need a group  /  To help me do my stuff 
 
 
 

                G                                               D      
And so I'd dream a bass would join me  / and fill the bottom in > 

         G                           D                               E                           A   (A-Ab )  
And maybe now we could add some brass  /  So it would not sound so thin  > 

   G                                                        D                     Bm      
I need some drums to set the beat  /  And help me keep in time > 

       Em                  D                       G                A            D     
And way back in the distance  /  Some strings would sound so fine 
 

        G                                         D      
And we would play together  /  Like fine musicians should 

       G                         D                      E                           A      (A-Ab walkdown)  
And it would sound like music  /  And the music would sound good 

   G                                                D                Bm      
But in real life I'm stuck with  /  That same old formula 

                   Em              A           (band drops out)   Em    A            D   
Me and my monophonic symphony              /                         Six string orchestra 
 
 
 
 



 

Oh, I would sing Hebrew songs for my favorite girl  /  And sing them soft and slow 
But before I get to finish  /  She says she has to go 
She's nice and says "Excuse me  /  I've got to find a bar 
I think I need to have a drink  /  Before I hear you play guitar" 
 
So I searched so high and low /  For Musicians near and far 

I added keys and accordion  / To play over my guitar 

Then finally it dawned on me  /  Just hear wheat my momma says 

Hey Neal you’re gonna need a clarinet  /  To truly play some klez 

 

<Clarinet solo break> 
 

And so I'd dream …. 
 
So I took a bunch of guitar lessons  /  And my teacher took a leave 
It was something about a break down  /  Or needing a reprieve 
But I know I found my future  /  Here in Tyler, yeah that’s right 
And hold onto my dream of  /  Playing klezmer here tonight  
 
 
 

                G                                               D      
And so I'd dream a bass would join me  / and fill the bottom in > 

         G                           D                               E                           A  (A-Ab ) 
And maybe now we could add some brass  /  So it would not sound so thin  > 

   G                                                        D                     Bm      
I need some drums to set the beat  /  And help me keep in time > 

       Em                  D                       G                A            D     
And way back in the distance  /  Some strings would sound so fine 
 

        G                                         D      
And we would play together  /  Like fine musicians should 

       G                         D                      E                           A      (A-Ab walkdown)  
And it would sound like music  /  And the music would sound good 

   G                                                          D                         Bm     
And here tonight, we’re gonna play  /  And I hope we’ll have some fun 

    Em              A     (keep playing)             Em A         D   
So let’s join all together   /                           As we cele brate as one 
 

< back to B - instrumental – clarinet leads > 
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Words and Music: Noah Budin

Gospel  q = 160

Copyright © 1997 Noah Budin.  All Rights Reserved.

From the album Hallelujah Land

Joshua's Band

Solo

Choir

5

9

13

Last Time to Coda

4

4

4

4

2

4

2

4

&

#

CHORUS

G

I need a lit tle
-

light shin ing
-

in my soul.

&

#

∑

I need a lit tle
-

light shin ing
-

in my

&

#

I need a lit tle
-

mu

Em

sic
-

to make me whole.

D

&

#

soul. Ooh ah. Ah.

&

#

I need a lit tle
-

faith

G

to make me strong.

&

#

I need a lit tle
-

faith. Make me

&

#

I need to give the sto

Em

ries
-

a voice

D

and pass

C

them a long.
-

&

#

strong. Ooh.

Œ ‰

œ

j

œ œ
œ
œ

œ Œ Ó Œ ‰

œ

j

œ

œ

œ œ

œ

Œ Ó

Œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

˙

˙

˙
™
™
™

Œ Œ ‰

œ

œ

œ

J

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

Œ ‰

œ

j

œ œ
œ

œ

œ
™

œ

J

Ó Œ ‰ œ

J

œ
œ

œ œ
˙

Œ

œ

œ

œ

˙

˙

˙ Œ

˙

˙

˙

™
™
™

œ

œ

œ

˙

˙

˙

™
™
™

Œ

w

w

w

Œ ‰

œ

j

œ œ
œ

œ

œ Œ Ó Œ ‰

œ

j

œ œ œ

œ œ
˙

Œ

˙

˙

˙

™
™
™ Œ Œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

˙

˙

˙

Ó Œ

œ

œ

œ

J

‰ ‰

œ

œ

œ

J

œ

œ

œ

Œ ‰ œ

J

œ œ

œ

œ

œ
œ œ

œb
œ

œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

˙

˙

˙ Œ

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

24



16

To Verses

20

23

26

29

32

35

38

D.C.

4

4

4

4

&

#

G

∑ ∑

3.I

1.I

was

&

#

∑ ∑

&

#

VERSE 1

G

was in the gar den
-

when Eve set the ta ble.
-

I was cov er
-

ing
-

the sto ry
-

of Cain

&

#

and Ab el.
-

I

C

was on the ark and I fol lowed
-

the flight of the

&

#

dove.

G

∑

I was on the moun tain
-

when the

&

#

ram was slaugh tered.
-

I was danc ing
-

in the riv er
-

with Phar aoh's
-

daught er.
-

Had my

&

#

toes

C

in the wa ter
-

when the wa ter
-

was part ed
-

from a bove.
-

G

&

#

If you're wait

D

ing
-

for a mir a
-

cle
-

to set

Em

you free you got ta
-

&

#

take

C

the first step and get a lit

D

tle
-

bit of what I need.

G C G

˙

Ó Ó Œ

‰

œ

j

e e

w

w

w

w

w

w

œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ

œ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ œ
œ

œ œ

j

‰

œ œ

œ œ
œ

œ œ

œ œ

œ
œ œ

œ œ

œ
˙

Œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ

œ œ

œ œ

œ
œ

œ œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ

œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ

œ

œ œ
œ

œ

œ œ
œ

œ œ
œ

œ œ œ

œ ˙ Ó

Ó Œ

œ œ
œ œ œ œ

œ
œ œ

œ

œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ

œ

œ

œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ œ

˙

Ó

Joshua's Band

25



41

44

47

50

53

56

59

D.C.

&

#

I

VERSE 2

G

was at the tem ple
-

for the re ded
-

i
-

ca
-

tion.
-

I stood be hind
-

the gal lows
-

for Es
-

&

#

ther's
-

cel e
-

bra
-

tion.
-

I

C

was the rock that sailed from Da vid's
-

&

#

hand.

G

I tried get ting
-

a job trans lat
- -

&

#

ing
-

at the tow er.
-

I marched a round
-

Jer i
-

cho
-

and I felt the pow er.
-

&

#

I

C

played the drums in Josh u
-

a's
-

band.

G

&

#

If you're wait

D

ing
-

for a mir a
-

cle
-

to set

Em

you free you got ta
-

&

#

take

C

the first step and get a lit

D

tle
-

bit of what I need.

G C G

œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ œ œ

œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ œ œ œ
œ

œ œ

j

‰

œ œ

œ
œ œ

œ

œ

œ
œ œ

œ

œ
˙

Œ Ó Œ

œ
œ œ

œ œ œ

œ
œ

œ œ

œ œ œ œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ œ

œ
œ

œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

J

‰

œ

œ œ
œ

Œ Œ ‰

œ

j

œ œ
œ

œ ˙ Ó

Ó Œ

œ œ
œ œ œ œ

œ
œ œ

œ

œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ

œ

œ

œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ
œ

˙

Ó

Joshua's BandJoshua's Band

26



62

65

68

71

74

77

80

D.C. al Coda

&

#

stand

VERSE 3

G

ing
-

next to Cea sar
-

pick ing
-

peach es
-

off the trees. I was stand ing
-

next to A bra
-

ham
-

when

&

#

Mar tin
-

had a dream. I

C

was on the ring of keys that un locked
-

Nel son's
-

&

#

door.

G

∑

I've been a round
-

for the

&

#

whole hu man
-

sto ry.
-

I am free dom,
-

I am jus tice
-

and I've felt the glo ry.
-

I've

&

#

tast

C

ed
-

the tears and the fears and I know what for.

G

&

#

If you're wait

D

ing
-

for a mir a
-

cle
-

to set

Em

you free you got ta
-

&

#

take

C

the first step and get a lit

D

tle
-

bit of what I need.

G C G

œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ

œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ Œ

œ œ

œ œ
œ

œ

œ œ

œ
œ œ

œ œ

œ
˙

Œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ

œ œ

œ œ œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ

œ œ

œ œ

œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ Ó

Ó Œ

œ œ
œ œ œ œ

œ
œ œ

œ

œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ

œ

œ

œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ œ

˙

Ó

Joshua's BandJoshua's Band

27



CODA Ø

83

86

89

&

#

∑

I need to give the stor

Em

ies
-

a voice

D

and pass

&

#

Ooh. sto ries
-

a voice and pass

&

#

C

and pass 'em a

G

long.
-

&

#

pass the stor
-

&

#

G7

&

#

ies

-

a long.
-

∑

Œ ‰ œ

J

œ œ

œ

œ

œ œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

˙

˙

˙

™
™

™

œ

œ

œ

˙

˙

˙

™

™
™

Œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

w œ

Œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ
˙

™

w

w

w

œ

œ

œ
Œ Ó Œ

œ

œ

œ

J

‰ ‰

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

j

w ˙ Ó Ó Ó

U

œ

œ

œ

˙

˙

˙

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

˙

˙

˙

Œ

Joshua's BandJoshua's Band

28



Allegro con fuoco  q=160
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