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Rabbi’s Corner  -  EL HOUSE 

O 
ver the years, I have come to 

appreciate some of the inno-

vations our local Christian 

friends have made in their 

religious communities.  

From thought-provoking 

marquees, to supporting 

local nonprofits, to glob-

al mission work - our 

friends in the church 

community are highly 

innovative.  

One of the innovations 

that caught my attention 

in the past few years is 

something they call “Hell 

House.” This program is run by a num-

ber of local evangelical churches as an 

alternative program for kids on Hallow-

een night.  Since they are concerned 

that Halloween has pagan roots,  

they suggest that instead of going 

out trick-or-treating, they should at-

tend the “Hell House”  

program at church.  

Instead of receiving 

candy from neighbors, 

the students go from 

booth to booth at 

church in an attempt to 

have the “hell” scared 

out of them.  During 

the program, they may 

visit a booth that de-

picts a suicide, or 

someone using alcohol, 

or drug use, or adultery, satanic wor-

ship, and other various vignettes that 

would scare the young fundamental-
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PURIM PANDA-MONIUM  

March 25th, 2016 

5:45 p.m. - Potluck Dinner 

7:00 p.m. - Shabbat Services 

On Friday, March 25th, everyone is invited to a special 5:45 p.m. potluck dinner followed 

by a 7:00 p.m. Shabbat Service and Megillah Reading.  Dian Mayfield will be coordinating 

the food for that evening.  Please call her at the Temple (903-581-3764) if you will be at-

tending and to see what foods need to be brought.  Instead of food, you may choose to 

make a donation to offset the cost of the main meal. ✡✡✡ All children are encouraged to 

attend dressed in a Purim costume (Mordecai, Haman, Ahashuerus, Esther, etc...) and Rab-

bi Katz will hand out prizes for best dressed! 

(The following is a Purim shpiel.  It is written as a joke in honor of the festive occasion of Purim) 
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Friday, March 4 

Erev Shabbat Service 7:00 P.M. 

Led by Michael Gross 

 

PARASHAT–VAYAKHEL: Exodus 35:1-38:20 

HAFTARAH: II Kings 12:1-17 

ONEG SHABBAT HOSTS: Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Gottesman 

BIMAH FLOWERS: Congregation Beth El Sisterhood Flower 

Fund 

YAHRZEITS: February 27-Allen B. Cohen, 28-Rose Silver-

man Fisch, Lewis S. Forman, Birdie Brown Goldstein, Fan-

nette Klotz Shaw, March 1-Joe Feuer, Hannah Isaacs Jar-

ett, Hortense Schoenbrun, 3-Frances Friedman. 

 

Friday, March 11 

Erev Shabbat Service 7:00 P.M. 
 

PARASHAT PEKUDEI: Exodus 38:21-40:38 

HAFTARAH: I Kings 7:51-8:21 

ONEG SHABBAT HOST: Mrs. Carol Wilcox 

BIMAH FLOWERS: Congregation Beth El Sisterhood Flower 

Fund 
YAHRZEITS: March 5-Jonas Stein, 6-Joseph Exelbierd, Rose 
H. Urbach, 7-Manny Rosenblatt, 8-Eleanor (Goodman) 
Rappaport, 9-Isaac Gans, Mano Schoenbrun, 10-Murray 

Lieberman, Robert Werner, 11-Frances Pluss. 

 

Friday, March 18 

Erev Shabbat Service 7:00 P.M. 

Guest Speaker—Ron Bernstein 
 

PARASHAT VAYIKRA: Leviticus 1:1-5:26 

HAFTARAH: I Samuel 15:2-15:34 

ONEG SHABBAT HOSTS: Mr. & Mrs. Jae Jerkins 

BIMAH FLOWERS: Congregation Beth El Sisterhood Flower 

Fund 

YAHRZEITS: March 12-Sam Russak, 13-Samuel Bergman, 
Julian Naphtali Englander, 14-Celia G. Goldstucker, 15-Sol 
Epstein, Phillip Lachs, Arthur H. Watterston, 16-Paul 

Bergson, 17-Hortense Israel, Max Reinberg. 

 

Friday, March 25 

Purim Potluck 5:45 P.M. 

Erev Shabbat Purim Service 7:00 P.M. 
 

PARASHAT TZAV: Leviticus 6:1-8:36 

HAFTARAH: Jeremiah 7:21-8:3; 9:22-23 

ONEG SHABBAT HOSTS: Mr. & Mrs. Mike Gross 

BIMAH FLOWERS: Congregation Beth El Sisterhood Flower 

Fund 
YAHRZEITS: March 19-Adolph Baer, Thelma Reinberg Bur-
ka, 20-Harry G. Sugerman, 21-Martin Jacobs, 22-Michael 
Milner, 23-Alvin A. Goldstucker, Phillip Jarett, 24-Joyce 

King, 25-Lillian Ruth Hyman, Joseph Jarett, Pauline Stein.  

Schedule of Services 
Friday, April 1 

Erev Shabbat Service 7:00 P.M. 
 

PARASHAT SHEMINI: Leviticus 11:1-47 

HAFTARAH: Numbers 19:1-22 

ONEG SHABBAT HOSTS: Mr. & Mrs. Keith Ables 

BIMAH FLOWERS: Congregation Beth El Sisterhood Flower 

Fund 
YAHRZEITS: March 27-Mariam Leah Denitz Buck, 28-Nathan 
Julius Ginsberg, Herbert Alfred Jacobs, Morris Jarett, 29-
Gertrude Bergman, Birdie Horwitz Werner, 30-Annette 
Berman, 31-Helene Davis, Laura Topletz Saffir, April 1-

Bernice Epstein Woletz. 

CONDOLENCES 

We extend condolences and our sincere sympathy to:   

Suzy, Tim, and Sarah Beck on the loss of Suzy’s father, 

David Gelfer of Brownsville, Texas on February 15, 2016. 

   

May his memory be for a blessing. 

Thank you Donald Duncan 
 

On March 11th, Beth El will say goodbye to our or-
ganist of 6 years.  Donald Duncan has accepted a 
position in South Carolina.  He leaves behind a 
wonderful musical legacy at First Presbyterian 
Church, the Tyler Civic Chorale, and our Congrega-
tion.  We wish 
him all the best 
on his journeys.  
Please try and 
attend the  ser-
vice on March 
11th to say 
goodbye to Don-
ald. 
 
We are honored 
that we already have a new organist ready to go.  
We welcome back Mr. Jeffrey Ford, our former or-
ganist, who will take over in late March. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
We thank our Congregation Beth El contributors for  

their kindness and generosity.   

Their gifts strengthen our congregation. 

ENDOWMENT FUND 
 

IN MEMORY OF 

FANNETTE & GERALD SHAW 

By Dorothy & David Shaw 

 

GENERAL FUND 
 

IN MEMORY OF DAVE GELFER, 

FATHER OF SUZY BECK 

By Margo Adams 

 

IN HONOR OF 

CONNIE GREENBERG’S BIRTHDAY 

By Margo Adams 

 

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS 
 

IN MEMORY OF THE YAHRZEIT OF 

MICHAEL MILNER 

By Lillian Milner 

dax dcez 

SAVE THE DATE 

Passover Potluck 

Friday, April 22, 2016 
 

This year, Beth El is trying a new approach to our First 

Night communal Passover seder.  On Friday, April 22, 

we will hold the full seder at Temple - with registered 

guests.  But this year - the meal will be provided by you!   

 

As with our other potlucks, a main dish will be provided 

- but the side dishes will come from the guests who sign 

up to bring them.  All of the dishes are required to be 

Passover-appropriate - and a list of those dish choices 

will be available in the with the registration. 

 

The registration form, details, and dish sign-ups will be 

sent to the congregation in mid-March.  
 

 

Guest Speaker: 

RON BERNSTEIN 
Development and Overseas Relations 

of the  

Israel Movement for Progressive Judaism 

 

Friday, March 18th @ 7:00pm  

Join Rabbi Katz in welcoming Ron Bernstein back to 

Tyler.  Ron works for the Israel Movement for Progres-

sive Judaism—the umbrella or-

ganization for Reform Judaism in 

Israel.  He is coming to Beth El 

on March 18th during services to 

talk about the Movement’s 

achievements in Israel and to 

discuss instilling a democratic, 

pluralistic, and tolerant Jewish 

voice in Israeli society.  

Ron was born and raised on Long 

Island, and he moved to Israel in 1977.  He settled in 

the south of Israel at Kibbutz Yahel.  Mr. Bernstein’s 

main profession was in agriculture and more recently, 

he works in the area of fundraising and education.  

SISTERHOOD NEWS 
 
The Sisterhood Shabbat on February 
19th was a lovely service.  Christina Ful-
som was an excellent choice for the 
speaker.  She is a smart, capable woman 
who cares a great deal about others.  Her 
work with the  East Texas Human Needs 
Network improves the lives of those in 

poverty and strengthens the organizations that help them.  
Christina not only cares about our community, she has 
also organized our community to make positive changes. 
 
On Sunday, February 21st, several members of the Sister-
hood went to Shreveport, LA and met with some of the 
Sisterhood members from that congregation and also from   
Monroe, LA.  We had a nice light lunch and talked about 
the Women of Reform Judaism.  We socialized, did crafts, 
and learned about the some of the programs the WRJ of-
fers. It was a delightful day. 
 
Janet Chiniewicz 
President 
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ist Christian children into behaving a certain way. 

If they engage in these kinds of activities—so they 

are taught—they will go to hell.  That is the mes-

sage of the program.  I have spoken with a number 

of people who have attended these “Hell House“ 

programs, and even some who have run the booths 

- and the stories are amazing.  

As I pondered that level of dedication by our Chris-

tian friends, I wondered if we could replicate such 

a program in our Jewish community. After all, the 

name of our congregation is Beth El - which literal-

ly translates into the “house of God.” (Beth from 

the Hebrew BAIT - means house – and EL - a short-

ened form of Elohim).  So it is no stretch for us to 

offer a similarly named program on Halloween 

night - as competition to our fundamentalist Chris-

tian friends - called “El House.” 

After researching how programs like these are run, 

the Temple Board has agreed to move forward 

with the creation of a new program called “El 

House,” this coming Halloween. Instead of going 

trick-or-treating  that night, local Jewish children 

will be encouraged to come to the temple to have 

the “El” scared into them.  

At “El House,” instead of tables and booths, we 

will have actual booths – sukkot - for the students 

to visit.  For each one of these booths, I will be 

looking for volunteers to act out various scenarios 

that will scare the “El” into our students.  So far, 

the Board has approved six booths. They are: 

Rabbi’s Corner—continued from page 1 

Booth # 1 – in this booth, the students will meet a 

B.D.S. supporter (the dim-witted anti-Israel  

Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions movement). 

Booth # 2 – here they will meet a representative 

from Jucy’s Burgers offering a delicious bacon and 

cheeseburger sandwich. 

Booth #3 – here, a volunteer will play an old time 

answering machine filled with repeated worried 

calls from the students’ mothers asking where they 

are. 

Booth #4 – we need a volunteer to act as a fund-

raiser from the Jewish Federation – and demanding 

a meeting to commit a pledge. 

Booth #5 – in this booth, the students will have to 

sit in front of the rabbi who will be telling stock 

jokes over and over – and the students cannot leave 

until they laugh. 

Booth #6 – here, the students will take part in a 

Jewish food tasting table – but every food will actu-

ally be gefilte fish. 

What a wonderful opportunity it will be this Octo-

ber to share in the joys and frights of “El House.”  

We are still working on additional booths for the 

students to visit – but our goal remains to scare the 

“El” into our students so they can make better Jew-

ish decisions.   

Chag Purim Sameach – Happy Purim, 

Rabbi Neal Katz 

TOT SHABBAT 

Friday, March 25  

at the 7pm Purim Service 

(with 5:45pm potluck) 

Please have the children dress up for 

Purim.  Families with young children are  

invited to this  “Tot Shabbat” - family 

friendly service.  This service is geared 

to all children in the congregation.   

Save the Date 
QUIZ NITE RETURNS! 

Saturday, May 7th, 2016 
 

Quiz Nite will be held on 
Saturday, May 7th this 
year.  The event will be 
held once again at the 
Temple—so space will be 
limited.  In the past, Quiz Nite was a fundraiser for 
the Temple Youth Group, but now it is being ex-
panded into a fundraiser for the whole Temple.  
More details will be in the next bulletin.   



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 7pm Erev 

Shabbat 
LED BY MICHAEL 

GROSS 
Hosts: M/M Jeff 

Gottesman 

5 SHABBAT 

VAYAKHEL 

6 No Religious 

School 

7 8 9 10 Sisterhood 

Night at the 

Theater 

117pm Erev 

Shabbat 
Host: Carol Wil-

cox 

12 SHABBAT 

PEKUDEI 
 
11am Adult 

Study 

13No Reli-

gious School 

14 15 16 7:15pm 

Board of Trus-

tees Meeting 

17 187pm Erev 

Shabbat 
GUEST SPEAKER: 

RON BERNSTEIN 
Hosts: M/M Jae 

Jerkins 

19 SHABBAT 

VAYIKRA 

2010:30 am 

Religious School 

 
Hamentashen 

Cooking Party 

 

21 22 23 24 255:45pm 

Purim Potluck 
7pm Erev Shab-
bat Purim Ser-

vice 
Hosts: M/M 

Mike Gross 

26 SHABBAT 

TZAV 
 
11am Adult 

Study 

2710:30 am 

Religious School 
10:30 am Train-

ing Wheels 
10:30am He-

brew High  

28 29 30 31  April 1 
7pm Erev Shab-

bat 
Hosts: M/M 

Keith Ables 

April 2 
SHABBAT 

SHEMINI 

March 2016 



LIFE CYCLE EVENTS 
 
BIRTHDAYS: 

 
NAMES READ ON MARCH 4: February 28-Judy Mayer, Margie Victor, 
Carrie Wolf, March 1-Graham Goodman. 
 
NAMES READ ON MARCH 11: March 5-Rebecca Owen, 6-Sophia Ow-
en, 8-Michael Victor, 9-Keith Ables, 10-Marilyn Serber. 
 
NAMES READ ON MARCH  18: March 14-Stuart Sharp. 
 
NAMES READ ON MARCH 25: March 21-Otto Berndt, 24-Zachary 
Rosenfield. 
 
NAMES READ ON APRIL 1: March 27-Andria Stein, 31-Bobye Smith 
Freeman, Josh Kaufman, Stephen Sigal. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES:   
 
NAMES READ ON MARCH 4: February 27—Sandra & Mark Greenberg. 

HADASSAH BULLETIN 
 
The annual Youth Aliyah Luncheon and Pro-
gram was held at Congregation Beth El on 
Tuesday, February 9th at 11:30 AM.  Rabbi 
Lerner performed ha-motzi blessing over the 
bread and a delicious buffet lunch was 

served. 

Following lunch, Susan Cason-Parks, President opened the 
meeting and Janet Chiniewicz read the Treasurer’s Re-
port.  Susan then turned the meeting over to Charlene 
Goodman who introduced guest speakers Amy Applebaum, 
Greater Southwest Region President and Debby Rice, Area 

Vice-President.  Debby is also our Chapter Advisor. 

Amy announced that Ellen Hershkin is the new National 
President and that Professor Zeev Rotstein is the new Di-
rector General of the Hadassah Medical Organization 
(HMO).  Amy showed an interesting and exciting video per-
taining to the opening of the thirteenth surgical suite in 
the Sara Wetsman Davidson Hospital Tower in Israel. The 
Tower has 9 floors above ground and 5 floors below 
ground.  The next projects are the opening of three floors 
for Internal Medicine.  Amy then showed a second inter-
esting and innovative video by HMO pertaining to stem cell 
research, the future of medicine – Research In Service of 

Humanity. 

Debbie Rice spoke of the Hadassah Greater Southwest Con-
ference being held June 3-5 in San Antonio.  She encour-
aged all to attend as it is a great opportunity to meet peo-
ple from other chapters in order to share and discuss vari-
ous issues and ideas.  The National Conference will be held 

July 25-28 in Atlanta, GA. 

After the discussions, Susan thanked Amy and Debbie for 
their participation and announced that trees will be plant-
ed in their honor.  She also thanked everyone for attend-
ing and for their delicious food contributions.  The Pro-

gram adjourned at 1:00 PM. 

Upcoming Events: 

An Open Board Meeting will be held on Sunday, March 6th, 
10:30 AM at Congregation Beth El.  All are welcome to at-

tend. 

Passover Event:  On Sunday, April 10th a Passover Dish and 
Recipe Swap will be held at Temple Beth El, 11:30 AM.   

More information regarding this event will follow. 

Hadassah Book Club:    

Scheduled reading for March:  Delicious by Ruth Reichl 

Note: The Book Club normally meets every third Monday at 
10:30 AM, Brady’s Coffee Shop, Tyler, unless otherwise 

specified. 

 

Ruth Goldberg 

Bulletin Chairman 
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BETH EL TRAINING WHEELS 
   

Beth El presents Training Wheels. This program  focuses on 

the development of Jewish identity in children 

ages five and under. The program utilizes mu-

sic, stories, games, and art projects to instill 

the building blocks of Jewish identification in 

our young children. It is run by Jen Katz and 

meets once a month from 10:30 a.m.-12:30 

p.m. at Congregation Beth El.  

 

- March 27th Purim Carnival 

- April 17th Model Seder with RS 

- May 15th Last Day of RS 

 

For more information, contact Jen Katz at 903-372-2685 or 

jenkatz55@yahoo.com. 

ADULT STUDY 

We will have two Adult Study classes in 

March.  The first class will be on March 

12th and the second will be on the 26th. All 

classes begin at 11:00 a.m.   

 

 

Lila Katz’s Bat Mitzvah 

May 21, 2016 
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Finally, a victory for religious freedom. Israel’s government has decid-
ed to reconfigure the Western Wall, creating a space for mixed prayer 
services for men and women. 

The leaders of this [Israeli] government are experts in demonstrating 
contempt for the non-Orthodox streams of Judaism, but this time they 
have done the right thing. In its own bumbling way, the government 
has proclaimed by its actions that all Jews stood at Sinai, and not just 
Haredim [ultra-Orthodox Jews]. They have approved a plan for the 
Kotel [Western Wall] that actually nurtures the Jewish people every-
where. 

Creating an egalitarian prayer space at the Wall is a small step, and in 
some ways a mostly symbolic one.  But it is important nonetheless. 
Since what is done in one small area can be expanded to others, it 
creates a legal and administrative precedent for equality among the 
religious streams. And it serves as a grudging acknowledgment by 
Israel’s government that Diaspora Jews matter. Jews throughout the 
world have fought for these changes; they are Israel’s partners, and 
they will not tolerate being told that their Jewish way of life does not 
count in the Jewish state. 

Our celebrations should be restrained, but we 
should celebrate. At the same time, we should 
remember the lessons of this long, grueling 
battle that culminated in the cabinet vote on 
Sunday. 

1. Never stop demonstrating. 

Israel’s government did not make this decision 
because it suddenly developed warm feelings 
about Reform and Conservative Judaism. It did 
what it did because of 25 years of non-stop demonstrations by a small 
group of Israeli women who gradually won the support and admiration 
of large segments of Diaspora Jewry. Women of the Wall were unre-
lenting in their struggle, and their Diaspora backers were equally de-
termined. Ultimately, their pressure forced the government’s hand, 
over the objections of an entrenched and corrupt Chief Rabbinate. 
And if future changes are to be made, nothing other than equally un-
relenting pressure will bring them about. 

2. Make use of the media 

After 20 years of heroic efforts by Women of the Wall, their cause 
suddenly gained traction.  An important reason was the videos appear-
ing on social media of women being dragged away from the Kotel for 
the crime of wearing a tallit, singing during prayer, or reading from the 
Torah. These videos generated anger, outrage, and disbelief among 
North American Jews. Those who had paid little heed to newspaper 
headlines could not ignore seeing davenning criminalized or watching 
jeering hoodlums in the men’s section cursing and spitting at women 
at the Kotel. 

3. Build coalitions 

The original supporters of Women of the Wall included traditional 
women looking to pray at the Women’s section of the Kotel and Re-
form and Conservative rabbis who supported their efforts. This pairing 
was a bit bizarre; the traditional women were not interested in mixed 
prayer, while the Reform and Conservative women were. Nonetheless, 

the coalition stuck, and others joined in. The Jewish Federations of 
North America offered critical support. Individual philanthropists pro-
vided quiet backing.  And Jewish feminists, whether part of the Jewish 
community or not, signed on as well. The result was that a small group 
of activists, who barely registered as a political force, found them-
selves at the center of a grand coalition that the government of Israel 
could not ignore. 

4. Acknowledge those who got left behind 

The government’s action this week was a victory for a religiously plu-
ralistic Israel, and I agree with all those who chose to support it.  But 
as always, there are winners and losers. 

The new space to be created at the Southern Wall is primarily meant 
to provide for egalitarian prayer, to which I am committed. Yet as 
noted, many of those who originally joined Women of the Wall were 
never interested in participating in mixed prayer, or in praying in any 
space other than the Women’s section of the Kotel. Their intention 
was to pray at the Kotel according to their understanding of Orthodox 
practice, and to do so at set times so as not to disturb other traditional 
women who might interpret the Halakhah [Jewish Law] differently. 

These women are the losers of the process. In-
deed, part of the reason that the Chief Rabbinate 
has reluctantly gone along with the compromise 
is that while it provides mixed prayer at the new 
location, it returns total control of the women’s 
section of the Kotel to the Chief Rabbinate. Those 
looking for women-only prayer at the Kotel in an 
innovative but halakhically-permitted manner are 
out of luck. 

It is ironic that Reform and Conservative Jews win while non-Haredi 
Orthodox women lose. But the compromise is still a good one for the 
Jewish people, and as the battle for religious freedom continues, the 
needs of these Orthodox women will need to be addressed. 

5. Assume the government will attempt to evade its commitments 
under the deal 

The basic rule of “compromise” between the government of Israel and 
the non-Orthodox religious streams is that the government cheats, or 
tries to.  It will promise money and not deliver. It will promise action 
and not act. It will delay, delay, and delay, with one excuse after an-
other. And when the Haredi representatives in this very rightwing 
government block implementation of the plan, secretly threatening to 
bring down the government, few voices, if any, will challenge them. 
Rabbi Rick Jacobs, who heads the Reform movement, has wisely point-
ed out that diligence is essential in assuring that the plan is carried 
out. 

In short, there is much to do. The real battle has just begun. And in 
reading the reactions of Haredi ministers to this deal, I am aware that 
the misogynists and bullies who have governed the Wall for years are 
still there, and must be fought. 

Still, the State of Israel has taken a small step of sanity, suggesting that 
it values all forms of Judaism and all Jews. And for this, we should all 
be grateful. 

Should We Be Celebrating the Western Wall Deal? - by Rabbi Eric Yoffie 
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